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OAU’s Salim Urges Aid in New Year’s Message 


EA2912214889 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1800 GMT 2% Dec 89 


[Text] The OAU secretary general has said unreserved 
efforts and support are expected next year from the 
international community to reduce Africa’s ever- 
increasing economic problem and bring about a better 
life in the African Continent. 


In a statement on the occasion of his New Year's 
message, Dr Salim Ahmed Salim said there was a need 
for the international community to take appropriate 
steps as it had done in the past to alleviate the debt 
burden which was curbing the continent's economic 
development, according to ENA. Dr Salim said the 
continent's debt burden had reached 2.3 billion dollars 
{as heard} and the ever-increasing debt repayment obli- 
gations had severely affected the continent. The OAU 
secretary general went on to say that the fact that the 
international community has not fulfilled its pledges to 
the new UN structures for the benefit of African eco- 
nomic (?restructuring) is of great concern. For as long as 
a solution to the continent’s ever-increasing debt burden 
remains to be sought, the continent’s development can 
not be enhanced. 


BCEAO Governor Interviewed on Monetary Reforms 


AB2812151589 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 27 Dec 89 pp 21, 22 


[Interview with Quattara Alassane, governor of the Cen- 
tral Bank of West African States, BCEAO, by FRATER- 
NITE MATIN reporter Diaby Aboubakar in Abidjan; 
date not given] 


[Excerpts] [Diaby] The BCEAO main office in Abidjan 
hosted a 2-day meeting of the Management Board of the 
West African Development Bank [BOAD], the BCEAO 
Board of Directors, and the Council of Ministers 
meeting of the West African Monetary Union [UMOA]. 
What issues were discussed at these various meetings? 
{Alassane] This has been a week of financial meetings for 
our country. During these meetings, we examined and 
assessed the monetary situation in UMOA member 
countries. We also approved the financial report of the 
Central Bank for the past year and drafted a report to the 
Council of Ministers on the implementation of the 
budget. We also approved a number of agreements which 
the governor has been authorized to sign on behalf of the 
member states. And we discussed miscellaneous items 
on the monetary situation, such as the purchase of bills, 
currency circulation, and so on.... 


[Diaby] What is the monetary and financial situation 
today within the UMOA member states? 

{Alassane] We are now experiencing a slight improvement 
in the Union’s external monetary situation. Our currency is 
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growing strongly and the deficit we had at the French 
Treasury has been reduced by one-half within | year and 1s 
about to disappear. This is a laudable achievement, espe- 
cially as raw material prices have continued to fali over the 
past months. Therefore, it is through the efforts made by the 
governments and the entire business community that the 
situation has improved. 


It must, however, be stressed that the situation is very 
delicate. Therefore, efforts should be continued at all 
levels and in all sectors. The currency is a difficult thing 
to manage. All the necessary precautions must be taken 
to ensure that there is sufficient currency in circulation 
SO as not to stifle the system. We must also ensure that 
too much currency is not put into circulation to avoid 
creating inflation. [passage omitted] 


[Diaby] Recently, there was a change in basic rates which 
led, first, to the emergence of a single basic rate of 10.5 
percent, and second, was increased to |! percent. Will 
this measure not cause a wave of disinvestments and a 
slack in our country’s economic activities? 

[Alassane] I don’t think so! It is true that the interest 
rates policy must be viewed from the perspective of 
microeconomic projects, that is, the enterprises. But it 
must also be seen from a macroeconomic perspective of 
the country in question. Our monetary zone is open, 
liberal, and forms part of the franc zone. During the past 
few months, France has implemented some rapid 
increases in interest rates. We must follow this trend by 
France, but we follow it with caution after we have 
observed the trend over a long period of time. Having 
said this, there is no doubt that our interest rates needed 
to be increased in order to adapt, and this is what we 
have done. And this increase is not likely to stop if 
interest rates continue to rise abroad. [passage omitted] 


[Diaby] Does that mean that the small- and medium-size 
businesses are being thrown overboard in this new 
interest-rates policy? 

[Alassane] The small- and medium-size businesses must 
know that their future lies in competition and struggling 
to justify their existence. The small- and medium-size 
businesses must be helped to take off, but a business that 
is subsidized over a long period cannot succeed. In 
addition, our experience shows that it is not the interest 
rate, but rather the access to credit which constitutes an 
obstacle to their development. That is why we have 
carried out a big monetary liberalization and simplified 
some procedures, to enable tha banks to better sustain 
the small- and medium-size businesses. In this regard, 
during the BOAD Steering Committee meeting, we wid- 
ened that bank’s scope of action.... The economic crisis, 
to some extent, 1s a good thing. It will make it possible to 
streamline and set up truly profitable small- and 
medium-scale enterprises capable of generating suffi- 
cient savings and accelerating the growth in our coun- 
tries and in the UMOA. 
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Cameroon 


Biya New Year’s Address Stresses Economic Revival 


AB0301072090 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT | Jan 90 


[Text] The end of the year festivities will end soon and 
workers resume their duties tomorrow. Today is rest 
time characterized by greater hope as one can draw from 
President Paul Biya’s address to the nation. In his 
traditional New Year’s Eve message the head of state 
called on all Cameroonians to be hopeful in the fight to 
overcome the country’s economic difficulties. President 
Biya acknowledged that Cameroon is threatened on 
many fronts, but this will not bring it down. 


[Begin Biya recording] Cameroon is an agricultural country. 
It is the bread basket of central Africa. We can produce 
more and better for our own needs and export more to 
neighboring countries. We must direct our efforts to this 
end. We should go back to farming. The agricultural sector 
needs more hands. We must continue the [word indistinct] 
and diversify our agriculture, animal husbandry, and fish 
farming. The Cameroon Farm Credit was created to that 
effect. [Words indistinct] our country has many other 
resources. We should explore all the useful sectors of devel- 
opment by creating small and medium businesses and small 
and medium industries. Business and industrial loans are 
aimed at giving new impetus to the promotion of business. 
We must expand our field of action so as to inspire confi- 
dence in foreign investors. We can achieve this, because we 
have many assets. Our country is politically stable, rich in 
resources, and has skilled labor which is cheaper labor than 
in Europe. We need a more attactive investment code. We 
are working on it. We are also trying to adjust our taxation 
system to current and future requirements for economic 
recovery. Finally, the realization of a duty-free zone in 
Douala will enable us to increase the country’s currency 
inflow and create employment. All these efforts are aimed at 
achieving one goai: to reverse the downturn of our economy 
and restore growth. [end recording] 


This shows that Cameroon has many domestic assets to 
meet the challenge. The country has committed itself not 
to live in autarky. It should also deals with the external 
world. Cameroon’s ties with other countries is one the 
conditions for its survival and prosperity. 


[Begin Biya recording] Now I want to stress something 
very important which in 1989 did not leave Cameroon 
indifferent. I want to speak about the evolution of the 
situation in Eastern Europe. Democratic openess there 
seems to bring in hope and progress. Economically, we 
Cameroonians [words indistinct], we may fear the eco- 
nomic fallout of such an event, for the assistance pro- 
vided to African countries is likely to be reduced to the 
benefit of Eastern countries. But at the same time this is 
an opportuni, for us to secure new outlets for our 
agricultural cou.ntries. | therefore call on businessmen 


FBIS-AFR-90-003 
4 January 1990 


and [word indistinct] regard the situation as a positive 
one, an occasion to redirect our [words indistinct}. Let us 
fight the crisis on all fronts. We should not hesitate to 
appeal to friendly countries. We can count on them as 
they have proved to us. The international community 
has continued to help us. Our serious planning and 
management helped us receive substantial financial aid. 
The IMF has granted us 41 billion CFA [African Finan- 
cial Community] francs, while the World Bank has 
granted us a structura! adjustment loan of 48 billion CFA 
francs for the implementation of borehole projects and 
their management. A loan of 24 billion CFA francs is 
scheduled for social aspects of the adjustment program. 
The French Central Fund for Economic Cooperation has 
granted us 44.8 billion CFA francs, of which 32.6 billion 
CFA francs will be used for rehabilitating our public 
enterprises and 12.3 billion CFA francs [words indis- 
tinct]. The African Development Bank has granted us 41 
(?billion) CFA francs and the Islamic Development Bank 
has granted us [figure indistinct]. In 1987 and 1988, the 
EEC granted us 41 billion CFA francs. In 1989, the FRG 
granted 11.5 billion CFA francs. This financial aid 
remains inadequate to our great needs. [end recording] 


Central African Republic 


President Kolingba Gives New Year’s Address 


ABO0201224890 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 2 Jan 90 


[President Andre Kolingba’s New Year’s message to the 
nation; place not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] Compatriots, ladies and gentlemen: On the 
eve of the New Year, I am particularly happy to extend 
to some of you and your families my best wishes of 
happiness, good health, and prosperity. May the under- 
takings of each of you be crowned with success in 1990 
on the Central African soil. | wish our country more 
unity, stability, and peace. May the forward march to 
progress continue. May we be able to overcome the 
obstacles to this march. 


In 1989, insecurity threatened the free movement of 
people and goods on the roads. Fortunately, the citizens 
joined hands with the security forces to stop this. Mis- 
understandings about the measures to purge our eco- 
nomic environment nearly compromised social peace. 
Fortunately again common sense prevailed over the 
outbursts of temper concerning the problem of voluntary 
retirement with assistance and the deployment of civil 
service staff. Peace, stability, and progress are targets not 
spared from danger and uncertainty. We stood our 
ground and maintained our course in 1989, another year 
that witnessed the increase of our debt and the staggering 
fall of the prices of our raw materials. It can be said that 
for us, the 1980's have been rough. [passage omitted] 


The year 1990 is thus dawning full of questions and 
bitterness. But it is also rich in hope and opportunity. 
We are currently witnessing a world that is undergoing 
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many changes. We have to face the challenge of ensuring 
freedom through the establishment of a law-abiding 
state. It is the duty of all Central Africans, through their 
sense of civic responsibility, to make an effort that 
reflects our cultural identity and increases our efficiency. 
From the beginning of our democratic adventure, we 
placed our confidence in man, that is, in the Central 
Africans. My message today is simple. | call on each of 
you to make a personal and greater contribution to the 
country’s development and not to always rely on others. 
It is up to everyone to plan out and invent the future 
because our country’s success can only result from indi- 
vidual initiatives joined together through the efforts of 
all our citizens. 


This is particularly true in a democracy, where every 
citizen is called upon to fulfill his commitment and duty 
for the general good, to the best of his knowledge and 
ability. My wish for 1990 is the same as that of the 
previous year. I hope to see all democratic institutions 
accomplish their missions in line with the current 
changes by fully exploiting the mental wealth and full 
capacities of each and everyone to build our country. 
This the only condition for attaining substantial pros- 


pects for progress. 


This year has every chance of success, especially in the 
national economy. Yes, despite the unfavorable interna- 
tional situation, we have achieved several things that can 
trigger growth. First, the national economic environment 
has been made healthier. Second, public finance— 
notably, state expenditure—has been kept under control 
and a slight growth in budgetary resources has been 
recorded. Third, inflation has been kept under control 
and the general level of prices has stabilized. Fourth, 
self-sufficiency in food production is a reality. We have 
abided by all the measures that were negotiate with 
financial institutions in connection with the structural 
adjustment program. 


However, technical and administrative constraints have 
slowed the release of the funds which should support this 
program. This is why the state has treasury problems at 
the end of the year. 


The state in 1990 will negotiate with international finan- 
cial institutions the third structural adjustment program. 
It will focus on the social dimension, as a token of 
gratitude to efforts and sacrifices made by Central 
African people. This program will take into account the 
problems of youth unemployment and low standard of 
living, and it will promote development projects in such 
sectors as education and health. Our efforts are therefore 
beginning to bear fruit, since some signs of recovery can 
be noticed. 


This naturally brings me to the private sector, in which | 
renew my trust and confidence. It will still have to use 
more imagination and dynamism to embark on a defin- 
itive growth. It means that there is an urgent need for 
consultation between the Parliament and competent 
state services. I am convinced that the determination of 
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everyone will make it possible to solve the problems 
impeding growth. I am convinced that we can succeed. 
This is not the time to be discouraged, especially since 
competititon is the rule of the game. Indeed, we are 
living in a great consumer period. We are entering an era 
of advanced technology. Time is passing. We are con- 
demned to be competitive and to participate in the race, 
otherwise we will be excluded from world progress. 
Competition will be the watchword for every activity 
and success will largely depend on quality and creativity. 
[passage omitted] 


The state certainly has its obligations. But everyone has 
his obligations which are just as important as those of the 
state. Our conviction is that we cannot succeed alone. 
The suport of the international community remains 
necessary and must be increased. May 1990 witness an 
increasing number of people of goodwill, all the initia- 
tives that will make the Central African Republic a 
prosperous country. Happy New Year to everyone. 


Chad 


President Habre Gives New Year’s Message 31 Dec 


AB0301074590 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 31 Dec 89 


[President Hissein Habre’s New Year’s message to the 
nation in Ndjamena on 31 December—live or recorded] 


[Excerpts] Chadian countrymen and women, as we pre- 
pare to enter the new year, I would like to perform a 
pleasant duty by addressing to you all my best wishes. 
My wishes also go to our dear country with the hope that 
1990, particularly the decade just beginning, will be the 
period during which it will really make great strides 
along the path it has mapped out for itself over the past 
few years. [passage omitted] 


Chadian countrymen and women, I would also like to 
take this opportunity to express to you my sincere 
gratitude and thanks for the confidence you have 
expressed in me and my policies by massively renewing 
my mandate for another 7-year term of office as presi- 
dent of the Republic. [passage omitted] The year 1989 
was also marked by the effective take-off of important 
economic and social development projects embarked 
upon under the policy of rehabilitating the basic infra- 
structure of our national economy which has been com- 
pletely dislocated by war and the present acute world 
economic crisis. The measures embarked upon by the 
government of the Third Republic in key sectors, namely 
energy, transport, animal husbandry, agriculture, educa- 
tion, and telecommunications undoubtedly constitute a 
firm base in the national reconstruction effort and 
enable us to envisage with serenity and optimism the 
true economic take-off phase during the decade now 
beginning. [passage omitted] 
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On its part, the government of the Third Republic, will 
meet the development tasks of the 1990's through the 
implementation of the 5-year plan which will soon be 
adopted and determine the options and actions to be 
undertaken. Similar emphasis is laid on increasing pro- 
duction and on raising the living standards and the 
well-being of Chadians. In 1989, the government worked 
out salary schemes to ensure the regular payment of 
salaries of civil servants and state functionaries. And 
during the coming year, measures will be envisaged in 
favor of the 1owest income groups, particularly by raising 
the guaranteed minimum wage for workers. 


Chadians, while we rejoice at our achievements so far and 
the new encouraging prospects that await us, we should not 
relent or relax in our efforts, for as I have always stressed, 
the life of a nation is daily warfare, and we must fight hard 
and relentlessly if we want to achieve the objectives which 
we have freely assigned ourselves. Try to keep in mind that 
we are living in a harsh world which has not the least pity for 
people. Try to keep in mind that the enemies of the state 
have not all laid down their arms. Far from it! Destabiliza- 
tion schemes still persist, as evidenced by events in recent 
months, and active military preparations are under way at 
our borders for fresh aggressions against our country. These 
are all factors which should spur us to be all the more 
vigilant in order to preserve our hard-won freedom and 
sovereignty. 


The world is now going through a political, economic, 
and strategic evolution. In this regard, the new decade is 
fraught with changes whose scope, character, and depth 
remain a matter of conjecture and uncertainty. But Chad 
is concerned about this evolution of the international 
system, and must act actively and be involved in the 
trend, so that the Chadian people may, by merit, be able 
to carve out for themselves a worthy place within the 
concert of nations. May I renew to you, fellow coun- 
trymen, my most cherished wishes of good health, hap- 
piness, and prosperity. Long live Chad! 


Congo 


President Sassou-Nguesso Views Party Role, Economy 


ABO101154390 Paris AFP in French 2035 GMT 
31 Dec 89 


[Text] Brazzaville, 31 Dec (AFP}-Congolese President 
General Denis Sassou-Nguesso this evening reasserted the 
leading role of the Congolese Labor Party (PCT, single 
party). In a year-end address, which coincided with the 20th 
anniversary of the creatic.: of the PCT, President Sassou- 
Nguesso stated that Congo “rejects servile imitations and 
alienating mimicries,” but remains “open to enriching ideas 
and to the needs for human change.” Congo thus intends to 
promote Congolese and foreign private sectors, * Mr Sassou- 
Nguesso added. 
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The president called on his fellow countrymen to make 
efforts in the agricultural sector to generate jobs for the 
190,000 unemployed that Congo will have in 1990. The 
president stressed that “the time when the civil service 
was considered panacea for unemployment is over.” The 
Congolese civil service, which is overcrowded with more 
than 50,000 civilian employees and 22,000 military 
personnei, swallows more than half of the state’s budget. 
The parliament recently decided to }ower from 55 to 50 
the retirement age of low-level civil servants. This reduc- 
tion had been demanded by the Intemational Monetary 
Fund before any agreement is concluded on Congo's 
external debt which, exceeds | 000 billion CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs. 


This decision, which takes effect in 1991, is expected to 
result in the departure of 10,000 c\val servants and the 
creation of 4,800 jobs. 


Rwanda 


President Habyarimana Notes Lessons of 1989 


E.40101222990 Kigali Domestic Service in French 
1115 GMT 1 Jan 90 


[Excerpt] One year follows another. Yesterday it was 
1989, and today it is 1990. The end of the year is an 
opportunity to make assessments, each in his own field. 
That is what the president of the Republic, Gen Juvenal 
Habyarimana, did in his message to the nation yes- 
terday. He said 1989 had started with favorable pros- 
pects, notably with the establishment of a new legislature 
on 15 January. The legislature was established under the 
four hallmarks of rigor, dialogue, openness, and soli- 
darity. That was the first cause for pride, and others 
followed: the holding of the first national congress of the 
associative movement in October, the creation of the 
Rwandan Women’s Organization Urama last month, 
and the creation, very recently, of integrated professional 
unions within the Rwandan workers’ union. 


However, all was not rosy during the year 1989. Our 
country has experienced much hardship during the past 
12 months. It was characterized by very serious difficul- 
ties in the sector of food supplies and the country’s 
economic situation. But Rwanda managed to face the 
terrible difficulties with courage. That is also a plus for 
the year 1989. 


Here is the president of the Republic, who talks about 
the lessons to be drawn. 


[Begin Habyarimana recording] Some parts of the 
country this year people suffered a precarious food 
situation caused by a combination of factors, including 
locai droughts, soil erosion, and demographic pressure. 
People, therefore, witnessed prolonged difficult periods, 
often mixed with great suffering. They exhibited extraor- 
dinary dignity and courage. Therefore, they merit our 
deep gratitude. Although the current situation has been 
somewhat relieved, and is becoming more and more so, 
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thanks to emergency food aid provided by the govern- 
ment and the international community, we have not yet 
been spared from this tragic event, because as a result of 
climatic uncertainty and other fluctuations beyond our 
control, our agriculture is undergoing a structural crisis. 
The consequence is a long-term crisis, mainly caused by 
several pressures, of which demographic pressure comes 
first. 


To overcome this crisis we must make rapid progress in 
four areas: food supplies; a revolution in our agricultural 
techniques; demographic policy; and the creation of 
nonagrarian employment through the massive promo- 
tion of handicrafts and small and medium industries 
throughout our country. The food crisis and its grave 
consequences this year proved to our officials that 
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nothing was more important than survival, that is, 
ensuring that nobody in our country dies from hunger. 
So we should be grateful for the crisis, because the crisis 
has made them feel the urgent need and absolute priority 
of the ‘ask, and it has sparked the survival instinct, 
which characterizes successful societies. 


Misfortunes do not come in ones, countrymen. This year 
Rwanda also witnessed the beginning of the most severe 
hard currency crisis in its history. Practically evfrything 
has been said on the subject. Of course, a crisis like this 
always reminds us of several things which may have been 
forgotten. For example, that we may be living above our 
means, and that these means, export revenue for 
example, are really very limited. It is of course up to us 
to readjust ourselves to reality. [passage omitted! 
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Ethiopia 


Government Calls for | Aobilization Against TPLF 


EA0301205790 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 (sMT 3 Jan YO 


{Statement issued by the National Revolutionary Cam- 
paign Center] 


[Text] The great atrocities and barbaric acts committed 
by the Weyane [Tigray People’s Liberation Front, TPLF] 
group, which is an instrument of the Eritrean secession- 
ists and enemies of Ethiopia, are very well known. They 
have spurned their motherland which has tended, cared, 
fed, and brought them up. They have attempted to 
denigrate the famous and noble history of Ethiopia. 


Not content with their shameful and destructive acts, 
carried out in Tigray in recent years as mercenaries of 
the Eritrean secessionists, they have carried out an 
offensive, based on very backward tribalistic arrogance, 
against the peaceful neighboring administrative areas. 
They continue to shed the blood of innocent people and 
destroy the people’s social and economic institutions. 
Moreover, they have also torn and trampled on the 
Ethiopian flag, which symbolizes the sovereignty, unity 
and honor of Ethiopia. This has angered the entire 
Ethiopian people. 


Thanks to action taken recently by our revolutionary 
army and the people’s militia on all fr nts, the tribalistic 
group is being broken up. Its members are attempting to 
hide in small groups in valleys, ravines and villages. This 
group, which has been committing treacherous acts 
which besmirch the honor of Ethiopians, must not be 
allowed to recover. Therefore, the motherland decisively 
and urgently calls on you, in particular the people of 
northern Gonder, southern Gonder, northern Welo, 
southern Welo and northern Shewa administrative 
areas, to mobilize without any hesitation and get rid of 
the group. Follow them up. The arms you capture from 
them are yours to make use of and the individuals you 
take prisoner should be handed over to the territorial 
army and the government. Ethiopia first! [martial music] 


Rebels Claim MiG Downed; 1,536 ‘Out of Action’ 


EA0301204990 (Clandestine) Voice oj the Tigray 
Revolution in Amharic 1500 GMT 3 Jun 90 


[Text] The heroic Ethiopian People’s Revoiutionary 
Democratic Front [EPRDF] forces have brought down a 
MiG-23 aircraft and a helicopter, and put 1,536 enemy 
soldiers out of action on the Bahir Dar-Gonder route. 


It will be recalled that after repulsing the enemy forces on 
the Debre Tabor front, the heroic EPRDF forces 
destroyed the enen'y forces there and took control of the 
town of Debre Taoor, the capital of Southern Gonder 
Administrative Area. 


However, the activities of our popular forces in the area 
are not limited to this. Spscading their activities from 


FBIS-AFR-90-003 
4 January 1990 


Debre Tabor to the west, southwest and northwest, our 
heroic forces launched a thunderous offensive against 
the enemy forces and won brilliant victories. Accord- 
ingly, in a battle fought on 30 December, | 536 enemy 
soldiers were put out of action. Out of these, 1,465 were 
killed or wounded and 7 captured. Our heroic forces also 
destroyed 2 enemy tanks and 7 vehicles and captured 
numerous medium and heavy arms including [word 
indistinct] mortars. 


This is not the only victory our forces scored on 30 
December. Our heroic air defence unit registered a great 
victory ove the enemy air force. During the 30 December 
battle the enemy made a tremendous effort to inflict 
heavy losses on our struggling people by deploying 
modern MiG fighters and helicopters from the Bahir Dar 
base. The people of Debre Tabor [words indistinct], 2 
villages and 2 [word indistinct] were continuously 
bombed. Heavy casualties were inflicted on people and a 
huge amount of property was destroyed. 


{Words indistinct] when the enemy air force was car- 
rying out its mission of destruction. Our air defence unit, 
which had the responsibility of defending our ground 
forces and the ‘truggling people from the enemy air 
force, in a deterizuuned and wise defensive action, incin- 
erated a MiG-23 carrying a heavy load of bombs. A 
helicopter [word indistinct] was also damaged. The heli- 
copter was forced to land at Werota [in Welo] army 
camp. This (?proud) action was carried out single- 
handedly by the Hawzen (?Air Defence) Regiment of the 
(?Aurora) Army Division of our forces. The Hawzen 
Regiment has already hit 2 enemy helicopters [words 
indistinct] and put them out of service. Five enemy 
aircraft, that is, 2 MiGs and 3 helicopters, have been 
destroyed in [word indistinct] Ethiopia by our <r 
defence unit this year [Ethiopian year begins on I! 
September] 


The enemy air force, which is assigned to destroy the 
EPRDF's heroic forces, was recently decorated by the 
Dergue. However, informed sources indicate that it is 
regarded as highly suspect and untrustworthy because of 
the role it played in the abortive coup. This is further 
confirmed by pilots who have fled Ethiopia with their 
aircraft because their conscience did not allow them to 
accept the destruction and killing of people fighting for 
democracy and peace. 


Meanwhile, the Workers’ Party of Ethiopia government 
which has been shocked by the Debre Tabor offensive, is 
deploying officers from Debre Zeit [air force base near 
Addis Ababa] and other places, who have not completed 
their training, around the towns of Bahir Dar and 
Gonder. The (?task division) led vy Adis Tedla {chief of 
staff] is deployed at Bahir Dar. 


Coast Provincial Comm/ssioner Meets U.S. Envoy 


EA0301143290 Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
3 Jan 90 p 32 


[By David Njuguna} 


[Text] United States aid to Kenya and Africa in general 
is to decline following increased American involvement 
in the countries of Eastern Europe where dramatic 
political and economic changes are taking place. 


Disclosing this yesterday afternoon, the American 
ambassador to Kenya, Mr Smith Hempstone, said the 
U.S.’s increased role in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslo- 
vakia and the EEC member countries would obviously 
affect the resources previously allocated to Africa. 


“You see the source is still the same but the recipients 
are increasing” he said. 

Mr Hempston:, who is on a tour of the Coast Province, was 
paying a courtesy call on the Coast Provincial Commis- 
sioner [CPC], Mr Simeon Mung’ala, accompanied by the 
American counsul in Mombasa, Mr Stephen Eissenbraun. 


Mr Hempstone said the U.S. enjoyed close relations with 
Kenya, noting that Kenya's abstention from a United 
Nations vote condemning the United States for invading 
Panama was proof of it. 


He called on African nations to play the lead role in the 
development of the cortinent. 


Mr Mung’ala expressed concern over the low figure of 
American tourists to the province. He told the ambassador 
that Kenya had the capacity to handle bigger numbers of 
American tourists than it was handling currently. 


He said Kenya appreciated American assistance in all 
fields, but stressed that the burden of development 
ultimately lay with Kenyans themselves. 


Mr Mung’ala said Kenya was developing systems to utilize 
its raw materials, adding the country depended heavily on 
imported technology to explore its mineral potential. 
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He said Kenya had made great strides in development 
through political stability since independence. The PC 
observed that many leaders in Kenya were educated in 
the United States even before independence. 


“America continues to offer numerous opportunities to 
Kenya students,” he said. 


Uganda 


National Resistance Army Troops Reoccupy Oraba 
EA0201213790 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 2 Jan 90 


[Text] The High Command of the National Resistance 
Army [NRA] would like to inform the public that 
yesterday, | January 1990, the forces of NRA reoccupied 
Oraba border post after expelling the combined forces of 
Sudanese troops ard the Ugandan bandits of the Idi 
Amin group. In the fight that preceded the reoccupation 
of Oraba Border Post, NRA lost one soldier. 


The Sudanese troops and the Ugandan bandits who have 
been living in Kaya, Sudan, right at the border, contrary 
to international law, have been occupying Oraba border 
post since 29th December, 1989, when a sizeable 
Sudanese force with Ugandan bandits invaded that area. 
After the NRA company at the border repulsed the 
attack twice, inflicting many casualties on the invaders, 
the officer in charge of the NRA detachment decided 
prudently to effect a tactical withdrawal because of the 
small border-monitoring force. 


The Sudanese force then drove southwards within 
Ugandan territory for 2 miles, up to (Keri), then turned 
east towards Midigo, re-entering Sudanese territory at 
(Kirwa). The reckless and criminal Sudanese act was 
apparently due to the failure to advance against the 
SPLA [Sudanese People’s Liberation Army] within 
Sudanese territory. There is actually a road from Kaya to 
Kajo Kaji within Sudan. Apparently the Sudanese failed 
to advance along that because of SPLA opposition. 
Hence their treacherous and reckless acx of using the 
lightly guarded, unmined and peaceful Ugandan side of 
the border. The NRA has not been able to know the 
number of Sudanese and Idi Amin bandits killed on 29th 
December 1989 by the small NRA detachment at Oraba. 
They were, however, very severe, according to the sol- 
diers involved and other sources. 
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Further on Pik Botha Visii to Hungary 


MB0301152090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1513 GMT 3 Jan 9 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 3 SAPA—The minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, is on a visit to Hungary. 


A spokesman for the department said in Pretoria on 
Wednesday [3 January] the purpose of Mr Botha’s visit 
was to acquaint himself with developments in Hungary 
as well as other East European countries, and to inform 
the Hungarian Government of latest developments in 
South and southern Africa. 


The spokesman said further comment would be avaii- 
able on Mr Botha’s return. 


—It 1s understood Hungary is the only country Mr Botha 
iS to visit on his current trip, and that he ts due to 
return at the weekend. 


Botha Meets With Gyula Hern 
MB0401105290 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1000 GMT 4 Jan 90 


[Text] South African Foreign Minister Pik Botha has met 
with Hungarian Foreign Minister Gyula Horn. Botha is 
making a 2-day unscheduled visit to Hungary, the first by a 
South African foreign minister to a Warsaw Pact country. 


He 1s to meet with opposition feaders later today. His 
visit appears to be linked with a campaign by Pretoria to 
(?persuade’ Eastern European skilled worke,s to emi- 
grate to South Africa. 


ANC Censures Moves To Kecruit Hungarian W orkers 


4B0401111190 Johannesburg SAPA in Engiisn 
1101 GMT 4 Jan 90 


[Text] Harare, Jan 4, SAPA—The African National 
Congress [ANC] on Thursday [4 January] strongly con- 
demned moves by South Africa [SA] to recruit skilled 
immigrants from Hungary, saying this showed the rot 
and lack of morality of the apartheid system, Zimba- 
bwe's news agency ZIANA reports. 


The ANC representative to Zimbabwe, Max Mionyeni, 
said if reports were true that SA Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha, currency in Hungary, had gone there to recruit 
immigrants, his organisation strongly oppesed ts. 


“We oppose this because right now within South Africa, 
there are millions of people who are being demied their 
cruzenship. If there was equality this would not be 
happening, because blacks would be doing all the jobs for 
which immigrants are being recruited,” he said. 


He added that whites in South Africa were in the 
minority, and by recruiting immigrants, were trying to 
b.«<* their numerical strength tc sttress apartheid. 
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Mr Minyeni also said if the SA Government was 
successful in recruiting immigrants from Hungary, it 
could then claim that even the ANC’s socialist allies were 
talking to and there was no boycott by the interna- 
uuonal community. 


Minister Reacts to UK Programs on Executions 


MB040 1053690 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 4 Jan 90 


[Text] The South African Prisons Service says executions 
are a sensitive matter and that it does not want to 
become any part of any sensationalization of the proce- 
dures involved. 


It was responding, in a statement issued in Pretoria, to a 
British television program about hangings in South 
Africa. 


The service said its policy was to approach executions 
and everything to do with them with the utmost respon- 
sibility and respect. It had an smportant responsibility to 
the families of prisoners. 


It said the minister of justice. Mr Kobie Coetsee, had 
obtained the cooperation of all political parties in South 
Africa in dealing with the issue in a sensitive and 
responsible manner. 


In its reaction to the program, the Department of Justice 
said that executions in South Africa had been reduced by 
half last year to 53. Referring to a statement expressed 
during the interview by a South African judge, Mr 
Justice John Didcott, that the death penalty be abol- 
ished, it said the program made no mention of reaction 
by South African authorities approached for comment. 


The department said the reduction of executions and 
increase in repreves had resulted in the number of prisoners 
on death row approaching proportional parity with those in 
the United States. The figures reflected the fact thai the 
government was sensitive about the death penalty. 


The reform of the law, in this regard, was best left in the 
hands of experts who were directly involved in the 
practical implemeniation of the law. 


Law Society Reacts 
MB0401075390 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
4 Jan 90 p 2 


[Text] A key issue which advocates feel strongly about 
regarding capiial punishment is that in the absence of 
extenuating circumstances in a murder, South African 
judges have no discretion and are bound to impose the 
death penalty. 


There is also no automatic right of appeal to the Appel- 
late Division. 
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These concerns were voiced yesterday in response to a 
British TV programme, “Sout. Africa’s Death Factory,” 
dealing with hangings in South Africa. 

Responding to remarks made on the programme "»y Mr 
Justice Didcott about the death penalty, Mr A.LJ. van 
Vuuren, executive director of the Association of Law 
Societies [ALS], a body representing attorneys, said the 
official ALS position was to call neither for the retention 
nor the abolition of the death penalty. 


However, it had asked the Government to look at the 
entire question afresh. 


“We are particularly concerned that when there are no 
extenuating circumstances, the judge has no discretion. 
That is the main problem.” 


Mr van Vuuren feit that in all court cases the presiding 
officer should have discretion because the accused and 
all the facts were before him. 


Mr Milton Seligson SC [Senior Council], chairman of the 
General Council of the Bar in South Africa, said that 
whether one was an abolitionist or in favour of retaining 
the death penalty, he did not think any concerned jurist 
in South Afinca was satisfied with the death penalty in its 
present form. 


He said the general council had called for an exhaustive 
inquiry into all aspects of the death penalty. Because it 
was heiseved that the subject should be considered at the 
highest level by an impartial body endevouring to 
improve justice, the SA Law Commission had been 
approached but so far no response had been received. 


Two key issues which advocates feel strongly about are 
the fact that if a judge does not find extenuating circum- 
stances in a murder, he has no discretron and 1s bound to 
impose the death penalty, and the fact that there is no 
automatic right of appeal to the Appellate Division. 


Mr Seligson confirmed that there were some advocates 
who mighi otherwise have graced the Bench but who 
declined to become judges because of their views on the 


death penalty. 


“I don’t believe the numbers are great but it is true there 
are some advocates who feel that way,” he said. 


Pik Botha Comments on OAU Leader's Statement 


MB3012160889 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1500 GMT 30 Dec 89 


[Text] The South African minister of foreign affairs, Mr 
Pik Botha, says member states of the Organization of 
African Unity should follow the example of Eastern 
Europe and broaden democracy in their countries. 


Commenting on the New Year's mestage of the secretary 
general of the OAU, Mr Salim Ahmed Salim, Mr Botna 
said South Africa had openly welcomed the changes in 
Eastern Europe and would equally welcome it if the 
members of the OAU adopted a similar approach 
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making it possible for their people to participate in the 
decisionmaking processes of their governments. 


Mr Botha said it would be encouraging if African states 
negotiated with their internal dissident groups and orga- 
nizations and allow peaceful protests by opposition 
parties. Above all, they should accept the concept of 
sharing power with these groups, as the Svwuth African 
Government had done. He said this was Use essence of 
the message coming from the developments in Eastern 
Europe, which Mr Salim appeared to have missed. 


Mr Botha also pointed out that the negotiation process in 
South Afmca was being hampered by organizations which 
had the closest ties with the deposed Eastern European 
leaders. He said it was the political policies and economic 
programs of these discredited governments which had 
impoverished the countries of Eastern Europe and 
oppressed their peoples. Mr Botha said it was amazing that 
policies and programs were still being followed by some 
Organizations in South Africa. He said the South Afncan 
Government hoped and trusted that these parties would 
reflect on the fatal consequences which their policies would 
have for all the peorle of South Africa. 


Mr Botha alse od. » generally acknowledged that 


the South Afr a: Government had shown proof that i 
intended and qv «as taking constructive steps to 
remove obstacie: : the past to negotiations in South 


Africa. He said the government was irrevocably com- 
mitted to the creation of a new South Africa based on a 
free and just constitutional, social, and economic system. 
Mr Botha said the intention was, among others. to 
remove all discriminaiion between groups of people and 
between individuals. In other words. apartheid was no 
longer the policy of the South African Government. The 
government was tied to a new political constitutional 
dispensation which would meet the political aspirations 
of all South Africans in a peaceful manner. 


Travel Rules Between Country, "iamibia Announced 


MB0401 124490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1227 GMT 4 Jan 90 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 4 SAPA—Foreign citizens residing 
permanently in South Afmca or Namibia travelling 
between these countries on South African or Namibian 
dexcuments, will from January 10 have to submit proof of 
sucii permanent residence before being allowed to cross 
the border. 


This was announced in a statement on Thursday (4 
January| by Mr Piet Colyn, the South Afmecan director- 
general of home affairs. 


“In such cases it 1s preferable that such a person should 
make use of a passport of his country of origin where in 
proof of such permanent residence has been endorsed by 
the appropriate authority of either South Africa or 
Namiubia as the case may be,” the statement read. 
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Mr Colyn said the announcement comes after the move- 
ment of persons on laid and all air traffic over the 
border between the two countries had been monitored. 


ANC Member Mlangeni Issues New Year Message 


MB0401071690 Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English 
31 Dec 89 p 6 


[New Year’s message by recently released ANC member 
Andrew Mlangeni; from the “Viewpoints” page; first 
paragraph CITY PRESS introduction] 


[Text] One of the seven recently released ANC [African 
National Congress] members, Andrew Mlangeni, sent this 
New Year message to CITY PRESS readers. His passionate 
plea to all the people of South Africa to help stop violence in 
Natal, is what we all have been waiting for. 


The year 1989 has come and gone but the problems 
facing our country remain. 


The people of South Africa have been faced with dis- 
turbing and continuous violence and killings in Natal in 
the past year. 


The violence in Natal is no longer a regional issue; it has 
become a national issue which demands that all reason- 
able men and women who are concerned about the 
future of South Africa put their heads together and bring 
an end to this senseless violence. 


We must remember the old policy of divide and rule. 
The government will use every method at its disposal to 
divide the black people. Are we going to allow ourselves 
to be divided? No. 


We must not, we cannot, afford it. Let us close ranks, 
black and white, and destroy the apartheid monster 
which is responsible for all the hatred, suffering, impris- 
onment, detentions without trial and the executions of 
our people whose only crime is that of wanting freedom, 
peace and a share in the running of our country. 
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Whe is benefiting from the violence that is taking place 
in Natal? You and I? Never! 


Are you going to fold your arms in 1990 and say to 
yourself: “‘As long as the killings are not anywhere near 
my doorstep I will not be concerned.” 


Dear friends, violence is not far away from your homes. 
Get up from your comfortable chair and join those 
people who have, for some time now, being battling to 
bring peace and prosperity in our country. Our white 
compatriots have a powerful voice; the government 
listens to them. 


I want to appeal to them to help us end this great 
suffering we are experiencing in Natal. Send your peti- 
tions, delegations, protests, etc, to President F.W. de 
Klerk and demand that he brings peace to our troubled 
land. He has the power to do it. 


A challenge facing all peace-loving people in 1990 is the 
dismantling of the apartheid system and the creation of 
a non-racial democratic South Africa. 


We challenge the government to remove the obstacles 
which prevent the people of South Africa from making a 
contribution toward finding a solution to the political 
problems of our country. 


Happy New Year to you all! 


ANC’s Tambo Arrives in Sweden for Treatment 


MB0401144590 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 4 Jan 90 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] leader Oliver 
Tambo has arrived in a Swedish clinic for treatment 
following a brain spasm last year. Tambo will be treated 
at the Erstagards Clinic in Stockholm, which specializes 
in the rehabilitation of patients suffering brain damage. 


Tambo entered hospital in Britain last August, and an 
ANC official said later he had suffered a brain spasm 
causing some temporary paralysis. 
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Angola 


Noriega Surrender Noted, Panamanians Hailed 


MB0401124090 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1204 GMT 4 Jan 90 


{Commentary by Guilo Victor] 


[Text] After the expectations generated around the Vat- 
ican Embassy in Panama City, the world’s attention now 
focuses on the United States, to where General Manuel 
Antonio Noriega, former Panamanian military chief, 
was taken earlier today. 


This was one of the main objectives of the U.S. invasion 
of Panama: to capture Gen Noriega and try him in the 
United States on drug-trafficking charges. 


Until last night, when the former Panamanian head of 
state voluntarily surrendered to U.S. forces surrounding 
the Vatican Embassy in Panama, there was uncertainty 
about the outcome of U.S.-Vatican negotiations con- 
cerning Noriega. 


The Catholic Church only imposed one condition to 
satisfy Washington’s demands: the guarantee that Gen 
Noriega would not be sentenced to death by the U.S. 
courts. It appears President George Bush has guaranteed 
that condition. 


For the second time in recent history, the Vatican has 
agreed to a U.S. extradition request. The Vatican con- 
vinced Gen Noriega to surrender and appear before a 
U.S. court that will try him on drug trafficking charges. 


In this way, the Catholic Church gave Caesar what was 
God’s, because Noriega was a refugee in the Vatican 
Embassy. 


The Miami trial will raise the next set of expectations 
concerning Noriega. 


Will Noriega accept the charges being leveled against 
him? 


Will the U.S. judges conduct a fair and impartial trial? 


If the charges are proven and if Gen Noriega is sen- 
tenced, will the Panamanian people stop wanting to have 
sovereign power over their fatherland? 


Regarding the first two questions, it is important to say 
that the U.S. judiciary is no saint [words indistinct] (?to 
not) satisfy the White House’s already well known inten- 
tions concerning Panama. 


However, it is important to mention the issue of the 
Panamanian people’s sovereignty, which must not be 
restricted to the fate of the man who was the patriotic 
leader of his people’s hopes until 20 December. 
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Without reemphasize the tremendous differences in the 
forces, it must be said that the Panamanian people have 
proved they are a patriotic people, determined to enjoy 
their rights. 


This patriotism is [words indistinct] that U.S. interven- 
tion was unable to eliminate. Neither will it be elimi- 
nated by the U.S. judges trying Gen Noriega, irrespective 
of the sentence. 


What was transferred from the Vatican Embassy in 
Panama City to the Miami courts was the Noriega case, 
not the Panamanian people’s desire to exist as a sover- 
eign nation. 


Foreign Ministry Announces Group of 8 Summit 


AB0301174090 Dakar PANA in English 1602 GMT 
3 Jan 90 


[Text] Luanda, 3 Jan (ANGOP/PANA)}—A summit of 
the eight heads of state participating in the Angolan 
peace process will take place on 10 January in Luanda, 
Angola’s Foreign Ministry announced on Wednesday [3 
January]. 


This will be the fourth summit gathering of the heads of 
state of Angola, Cape Verde, Congo, Guinea-Bissau, 
Mozambique, Zambia, Zaire and Zimbabwe. 


The Ministry said the meeting will “discuss the evolu- 
tion of Angola’s peace process” since the last one held in 
Kinshasa on 18 September. 


Angola has already presented the mediator in the process 
President Mobutu Sese Seko of Zaire, proposals which 
foresee the recognition of the legitimacy of the Angolan 
Government, a cease-fire and the creation of safe condi- 
tions regarding the circulation of people and goods in the 
country. 


The proposals announced by President Eduardo dos 
Santos in his New Year message also include the devel- 
opment of the nctional army, legal guarantees for the 
participation of all Angolans in the country’s affairs, as 
well as the promulgation of law on associations. 


Other aspects of the proposals include a general census of 
the population, revision of the electoral law and the 
creation of conditions leading to the holding of elections 
all over the territory, and economic recovery. 


Angola’s new proposals follow the reflection of those 
presented by the mediator. 


The growing United States interference in Angola’s 
domestic affairs will also be discussed at the summit. 


Sumrnit Set for Luanda 10 Jan 
MB0301201690 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 1930 GMT 
3 Jan 90 


[Text] Luanda, 3 Jan (ANGOP)—The fourth summit 
meeting of the eight southern and central African heads 
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of state will take place in Luanda on 10 January. 


According to an Angolan Foreign Ministry press com- 
munique distributed in Luanda today (Wednesday), the 
meeting will “discuss the state of developments in the 
situation concerning the ongoing peace process” in 
Angola. 


The last meeting of the “eight” took place in Kinshasa, 
Zaire on 18 September within the framework of efforts 
to restore peace and national reconciliation. 


The “eight” are the heads of state of Angola, Congo, 
Gabon, Mozambique, Sao Tome and Principe, Zambia, 
Zaire, and Zimbabwe. 


89 Reported Dead in Fighting Over New Year 


AU0401103890 Paris AFP in English 0942 GMT 
4 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] Lisbon, Jan 4 (AFP)}—Angolan Government 
troops killed 45 UNITA guerrillas and lost 17 on their own 
side in fighting over the New Year in four central and 
northern provinces, the Angolan news agency ANGOP 
reported Thursday citing a military communique. 


The clashes took place between December 27 and Jan- 
uary 2 in Bie and Benguela provinces of central Angola 
and Malanje and Cuanza-Sul in the north. One UNITA 
guerrilla was captured and 15 others surrendered during 
the same period. 


ANGOP said nine villagers had been “liberated” from 
UNITA rule but 27 civilians had been killed and 32 
others kidnapped by the insurgents in clashes and 
ambushes in Bie, Benguela, Huambo (centre), Guanza 
Sul and Moxico (east). [passage omitted] 


The Portuguese Foreign Ministry announced 
Wednesday that a summit of eight African countries 
would be held in Luanda on January 10. Countries 
taking part will be Angola, Congo, Gabon, Mozambique, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Zambia, Zaire and Zimbabwe. 
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Mozambique 


Noriega Reportedly ‘Pushed’ Into Surrender 


MB0401114590 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1050 GMT 4 Jan 90 


{Report by Ofelia Tembe] 


[Text] No international news agency explains how Gen- 
eral Manuel Antonio Noriega, Panama’s former strong- 
man, was pushed into surrendering to the U.S. authori- 
ties after taking refuge in the Vatican Embassy in 
Panama 2 weeks ago, in the wake of the U.S. invasion of 
that Latin American natron. 


Meanwhile, LUSA agency reports Noriega was arrested 
as he was leaving the Vatican Embassy in Panama by 
U.S. Federal Administration anti-drug agents and flown 
in a U.S. Air Force C-130 aircraft to the United States. 


President George Bush said that Noriega’s surrender to 
U.S. justice means all the objectives of the U.S. invasion 
of Panama have been achieved. 


Noriega’s surrender is suprising because, just yesterday, 
the United States had admitted the possibility of letting 
Panama's former strongman seek political asylum in 
another country. 


White House Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said the Bush 
administration has never rejected an alternative resolu- 
tion to the Noriega issue. However, he added that what 
was always said was that Noriega must be tried in the 
United States. 


Meanwhile, Panama Vice President Ricardo Arias Cal- 
deron spoke to Radio Vatican. He said his country was 
unable to try Noriega or to safeguard his life, if he were 
detained in Panama. 


THE WASHINGTON POST newspaper yesterday 
reported that Nunzio Sebastian Laboa had demanded 
certain conditions for Noriega to leave the Vatican 
Embassy in Panama, namely: The guarantee that 
Noriega’s life would be safeguarded; a fair trial; and that 
the Panamanian authorities level charges against him. 


Sebastian Laboa said only in that way would Gen 
Noriega be persuaded to leave the Vatican Embassy. 


FBIS-AFR-90-003 
4 January 1990 


Ivory Coast 


Minister Denies Involvement in Liberian Plot 


AB0401074990 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 4 Jan 89 


[Text] The Liberian head of state has just dismissed his 
internal affairs minister. He reproached him for not 
telling the whole truth about the rebellion that the 
Monrovia Government has been faced with in the past 
few days. According to Liberian authorities, the rebels 
who tried to topple President Samuel Doe's regime were 
reportedly trained in Burkina Faso and later in Libya. 
They are said to have asscmbled later in the Danane 
Region in western Ivory Coast, before entering Liberia. 
This statement, which implicates Ivory Coast, was 
denied by the Ivorian minister of communication, who 
was interviewed by an AFP journalist. 


Mr Auguste Miremont, who has just toured the Danane 
Region, stated that the only involvement of Ivory Coast 
is humanitarian, in the sense that it receives the refugees 
fleeing from Liberia. According to the minister, 8,000 to 
10,000 Liberian refugees have found refuge in Ivory 
Coast since the end of December after fleeing the violent 
clashes in northeastern Liberia. Regarding this situation, 
the communications minister said: Ivory Coast plans to 
refer the case to the Red Cross. 


Liberia 


Forces Said To Invade; Government Denies 
Claims 


Minister Comments on Dissidents 


AB0301175390 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 3 Jan 90 


[Text] Liberia’s Justice Minister Jenkins Scott has said 
that at no time had the Charles Taylor forces taken 
control of any region in Liberia. He described as untrue 
and fabricated claims by the forces’ leader that they had 
seized a portion of Nimba County during the December 
24th attempted invasion. Minister Scott added that the 
Liberian Government troops, which repulsed the 
invaders, captured a number of them who later con- 
fessed that they were trained in Burkina Faso and Libya. 
Becording to Mr Scott, the captured invaders also 
revealed that they had entered the country by way of 
Ivory Coast, and spoke of reports that these invaders 
terrorized the local population, demanding food and 
lodging. 


The Justice Minister denied that there was tension in 
Monrovia, saying the citizens were going about their 
normal activities. 
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Several Villages Said Seized 
AB0301184190 Paris AFP in English 1832 GMT 
3 Jan 90 


[Text] Abidjan, Jan 3 (AFP)}—Dissidents who launched 
an offensive against the Liberian Government December 
24 have taken several villages and killed eight soldiers in 
an ambush in northeastern Nimba County, diplomatic 
sources said here Wednesday. 


They reported that Western sources in Liberia said some 
250 insurgents apparently under the command of former 
government Supply Chief Charles Taylor have captured 
several villages as they push their way toward San- 
niquellie, the county capital. 


Earlier Wednesday Liberian Justice Minister Jenkins 
Scott said no more than 96 “hoodlums” entered the 
country from Ivory Coast, and that most of them had 
been “captured and/or eliminated.” 


Sources said insurgents on December 3! ambushed two 
army trucks, killing eight of the 10 guards and carrying 
off 76 M-16 rifles and 12 cases of ammunititon. 


Several Nimba County natives, mainly of the Gio and 
Mano tribes, have joined the insurgents in opposing the 
army, some with huniing rifles and knives, sources said, 
adding that there was “heavy retribution” against the 
local [word indistinct]. 


The scene in Monrovia ts calm, according tore rts here 
in Ivory Coast, although there were accounts of two 
“accidental” shooting incidents near the executive man- 
sion December 26 during which one person was killed. 


Mr. Taylor told the British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) on Monday that he was directing the “uprising” 
that was to spread throughout the country and rouse his 
“thousands” of supporters to rebel againsi President 
Samuel Doe. 


Between 8,000 and 10,000 Liberians have taken refuge 
in the Ivory Coast since the end of December, fleeing 
from violent attacks in Nimba County, Ivorian Commu- 
nication Minister Auguste Miremont told AGENCE 
FRANCE-PRESSE on Wednesday. 


Mr Miremont, who returned from Danane on the border 
with Liberia, said artillery fire could be heard Tuesday 
near Butuo, and that several Liberian refugees were 
injured. 

In Monrovia, Mr Scott reiterated that the government 
had everything under control and there was no need for 
panic. 


Mr Doe on Tuesday sacked Internal Affairs Minister 
Edward Sackor and Nimba County Supreintendent 
Stephen Daniels for “misleading him” about dissident 
activities in the region. 


Liberian authorities on Tuesday also imposed a dusk- 
to-dawn curfew in Nimba County. 
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Informed sources here said Mr Taylor “lacks creden- 
tials” and adequate popular support successfully to over- 
throw the regime. They said it may have been poor 
timing for Mr Taylor to try to mount an attack. 


Sources said there are more than 1|,000 Liberian dissi- 
dents living in Danane near the Ivorian-Liberian border, 
and that many of them are of the Gio and Mano tribes 
and speak the same language as natives on the Ivorian 
side of the border. 


Many of the dissidents are soldiers who fled to the Ivory 
Coast in the wake of a crushed coup attempt in 
Novfmber 1985, during which an estimated 1,000 
people were killed including Nimba native and coup 
leader, former Brigadier-General Thomas Quiwonkpa. 


The influx of refugees poses a problem for Ivorian 
authorities, who plan to send Red Cross workers to 
provide medical care for the Liberians. 


Authorities here reyect Mr Doe's repeated charges that 
the Ivory Coast Government has allowed Liberian dissi- 
dents to gather in the West African country to plot his 
downfall. 
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Mr Miremont said the government has only had human- 
itarian involvement in the affair, by receiving Liberians 
fleeing the violence in their native Liberia. 


Renewed Fighting Reported 


AB0401104090 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 4 Jan 90 


[From “The African News”] 


[Text] There are reports of renewed fighting in northeast 
Liberia between Liberian forces and rebels seeking to 
overthrow President Samuel Doe. Refugees fleeing into 
the neighboring Ivory Coast said that many people had 
been killed or wounded and fighting could still be going 
on. The French news agency quoted diplomatic sources 
in the Ivory Coast are saying that the dissidents had 
captured several villages and killed eight soldiers in 
Nimba County as they pushed toward Saniqyellie, the 
county capital. Speaking on Tuesday [2 January] in a 
BBC interview, the Liberian Justice Minister, Mr Jen- 
kins Scott, said the rebels had taken no territory at all. 
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